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A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR
Dear friends,

Greetings from EQUIP. I am very pleased to 
share our latest newsletter with you, with a 
focus on our new relationships. I hope you will 
find the stories inspiring.

Since our last newsletter in September, we 
have successfully completed the first year 
of our programme in Lamjung District and 
have been greatly encouraged by the new 
relationships we have been building with the 
15 school communities there.

We were touched by the stories of the teachers 
and parents in Nuwakot District. It was truly 
an honour to serve, in partnership with 
Samaritan’s Purse Nepal (SP Nepal), these 
wonderful school communities who had been 
so badly affected by the 2015 earthquakes.

We are continuing to strengthen our 
relationship with our closest partner school, 
Somang Academy, with whom we share our 
site in Thecho. It has been encouraging to see 
Kathmandu International Study Centre (KISC) 
and Somang students engaging through such 
activities as ‘reading buddies’, football and 
basketball. We envisage plenty more inter-
school and community connections in the 
future.

I am very pleased to introduce Ross Williamson 
from USA, who has recently joined the EQUIP 
team. Ross spent some of his childhood in 
Nepal and it’s great to have him back with his 
wife Abby and young son, Jude.

Thank you for your support towards the 
fundraising for our new offices. Since 
February 2018 EQUIP have been temporarily 
housed in three classrooms at nearby Somang 
Academy, but from July 2019 we have to move. 
Architectural plans are now in place for new 
offices on the top of the KISC admin block. So 
far we have raised $7,000 (USD), but still need 
support to reach our target of $20-25,000 
– we changed the plans and contractor to 
reduce the cost. Please consider supporting

“BY THIS ALL PEOPLE WILL KNOW THAT YOU ARE MY DISCIPLES, 
IF YOU HAVE LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER.” -JOHN 13: 35

EQUIP with this one-time 
urgent request. See the last 
page for how to send funds.

On behalf of EQUIP, I 
would like to extend my 
appreciation to all our 
supporters  around  the  
world, for your ongoing 
support in our journey to be 
living witnesses of Christ’s 
love through excellent 
education. 

Khim Kandel
EQUIP Director
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EQUIP HAPPENINGS 

• Nuwakot is one of the most affected districts 
from the Earthquakes of 2015 and SP Nepal 
have been working to rebuild six of the schools. 
In response to a request by SP Nepal, EQUIP 
was asked to help raise the quality of education 
through training the teachers and supporting 
the parents. Although only 50 KM to the north 
of Kathmandu, the journey to Nuwakot involves 
crossing steep-sided mountains on poorly 
maintained roads and tracks. Once in the 
district, it can take up to three hours to reach 
the schools.
 
• Much of our September programme was 
postponed due to heavy monsoon rains and 
landslides. 

• In November we returned to complete the

• During our September visits to our 15 Lamjung 
partner schools: seven teachers’ lessons were 
observed; six principals participated in lesson 
observations; 11 teachers were trained in science 
labs; 1,199 books were distributed – benefitting 
836 students; 111 scholarship recipients were 
met and encouraged and a set of science labs 
containing 71 items were distributed. 

HERE’S A SNAPSHOT OF THE 
LAST FEW MONTHS

• In November, EQUIP’s Liaison Officer, Madhav 
Neupane and Teacher Trainer Dil Bahadur 
Chhetri, worked with two officers from the 
Social Welfare Council to complete the 
monitoring assessment for EQUIP’s external 
evaluation. 

• Our December visit enabled the team to 
observe lessons in each of the 15 partner 
schools and meet with the principals to review 
our five-year partnership. We were joined by a 
former KISC member of staff, Phillipa Munday, 
who gave a much appreciated presentation to 
the principals, on raising awareness of students 
with ‘specific learning difficulties’.

t e a c h e r 
o b s e r v a t i o n s , 
classroom library 
set-ups and parent 
workshops. We 
were also joined by 
Samaritan Purse 
Canada Regional 
Director for Asia, 
Bruce Piercey, who 
was there to see 
the completion of 
their playground 
project.

HELPING TEACHERS IN AN 
EARTHQUAKE-AFFECTED 
AREA

HELPING 15 SCHOOLS IN 
LAMJUNG DISTRICT

EQUIP teacher trainer, Dil observes a student using new 
science lab equipment in Lamjung.

Students using new science lab equipment in Lamjung.

The journey to Nuwakot.

Students have fun on new 
playground equipment.
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EQUIP HAPPENINGS

NEW EDUTECH PARTNERSHIP 
MEANS MORE ICT LABS
Edutech is a ‘Not for Profit’ organisation that 
set up high quality ICT labs for public schools 
in Nepal. EQUIP’s Director Khim Kandel and 
Edutech founder Mike Chisholm recently 
signed an agreement to set up ICT labs in 
some of our partner schools in Lamjung. 

TRAINING FOR MOUNTAIN 
CHILD PARTNER SCHOOLS
In January we supported the work of another 
NGO, Mountain Child. They asked us to work 
with a group of teachers who are making a 
significant contribution to improve the quality 
of education in the remote Himalayan region of 
northern Gorkha District. 13 teachers undertook 
five days of training in English-Phonics, Read 
Aloud, Creativity in the Classroom, Maths, 
Science and Classroom Management. They also 
observed primary classes at KISC. 

PRESENTATION AT 
KATHMANDU UNIVERSITY 

• In October Annie Brown presented her ongoing 
research into the impact of using Thinking Skills 
in Nepali Classrooms at Kathmandu University. 
Khim Kandel and Thirta Thapa also joined 
this School of Education 2nd International 
Conference on Transformative Educational 
Research and Sustainable Development.

• Three of the EQUIP team are currently 
undertaking postgraduate studies with 
Kathmandu University’s School of Education.

KATHMANDU VALLEY 
PARTNERSHIPS AND LINKS
• In November Annie Brown ran a one-day 
training day on Thinking Skills for the staff of 
Machhapuchhre School, with whom we are in 
the process of setting up a new partnership.

OPPORTUNITY IN RUKUM 
Khim Kandel, Angus Douglas, Dil Bahadur 
Chhetri and Mr Kapil Sharma from Human 
Development and Community Services (HDCS), 
made a scoping visit to Chaurjahari in Rukum 
District, where our overseeing NGO, HDCS, has 
been managing and running the local hospital 
for several years. The team met with the Mayor 
and Deputy Mayor, visited six schools and 
discussed the potential of strengthening this 
community through a programme of school 
partnerships with EQUIP. We are in discussion 
with a potential funding partner to work in 
Rukum.

• Since September the team have been running 
training for our closest partner school, Somang 
Academy, in Classroom Management, Read 
Aloud and Checking for Understanding.  

• Khim has been working in partnership with 
the Early Childhood Education Centre to deliver 
leadership training for schools in Kathmandu. 
The sessions focused on affirmation, motivating 
people, team building and building trust.

Annie working with teachers from Gorkha District.

Annie with staff she trained at Machhapuchhre School.

Annie, Thirta and Khim at Kathmandu University.
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  PRAY     SERVE      GIVE   
We believe that excellent education is the key to changing mind sets and transforming lives in Nepal. If 
you would like to help us bring a lasting change here, please:

TO DONATE ONLINE VIA PAYPAL

Go to: WWW.KISC.EDU.NP/GIVE

TO SEND FUNDS DIRECTLY TO NEPAL

SEND CHECKS PAYABLE TO “KISC” TO: 
KISC, PO Box 2714, Kathmandu, Nepal 

MAKE A DIRECT TRANSFER TO OUR ACCOUNT IN NEPAL:
Bank Name:  Standard Chartered Bank Nepal Ltd
Branch:  Lazimpat, Kathmandu
Account Name:  HDCS/ KISC
Account Number: 01-1095641-13   

TO DONATE FROM UK

DEPOSIT/TRANSFER TO “THEN” BANK ACCOUNT:
Bank Name:  Co-Op Bank
Account Name:  THEN
Account Number:  65801574
Sort Code:  08-92-99
SEND CHEQUES PAYABLE TO “THEN” AND POST TO:
 Ian Mitchell
 16 Little Woodfalls Drive
 Salisbury, Wiltshire
 SP5 2NN, UK

For UK taxpayers, gifts to “THEN” can be Gift Aided.

TO DONATE FROM NORTH AMERICA

GIVE ONLINE OR BY CHECK VIA OUR PARTNER 
WEBSITE, RCE INTERNATIONAL:

https://rceinternational.webconnex.com/31000

US donors will receive a tax-deductible receipt.

  GIVE   

  PRAY  
Your prayers can make a difference in the lives of 
Nepali children. Please pray for our work educating and 
empowering teachers across Nepal. 

  SERVE  
Be an invaluable piece of the puzzle and share your expertise 
in teaching to transform lives and communities. Go to:  

WWW.KISC.EDU.NP/VACANCIES

  Education     Quality     Improvement     Programme   
  PO Box 2714     Kathmandu, Nepal     +977 (1) 557 0142  
  equip@kisc.edu.np     www.kisc.edu.np/equip   
  PROJECT OF HDCS     HUMAN DEVELOPMENT & COMMUNITY SERVICES  

EQUIP have a new 
classroom resource. 
The ‘EQUIP Postcard 
Pack’ comes in a box 
with 50 different 
photo postcards, 
taken in Nepal, with 
different classroom 
activities to engage 
students in creative 
and critical thinking. 
Production of the first 

NEW EQUIP RESOURCE!

100 sets was made possible by donations. 
We will be giving them free to our partner 
schools and also selling them to fund 
scholarships to enable children to attend 
our partner schools. If you would like to 
donate to the EQUIP Postcard Packs 
you can indicate that when you make 
a donation. Each box is worth £10 / $13 
(USD).


