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O  ur first Grade 12 graduation ceremony 
and celebration dinner in the evening 
were highlights of Term 4. Our Grade 

12 graduates looked magnificent in their robes 
and mortarboards. It was such a pleasure for 
our teachers to see them graduate after having 
been part of the life of our school for so many 
years.

Their graduation came at the end of the 
Cambridge examinations for Grades 9 to 12. 
Mr Moktan coordinated the seven weeks of 
examinations seamlessly. It is no small feat 
to coordinate so many exams as well as the 
internal school examinations for Grades 6 to 9.

We valued the advice and systems set up by 
Samantha Moktan for Nikish Thapa Neupane 
and Yogesh Moktan to take over our Career 
and College Counselling in Term 1 next year. All 
Grade 10 and 11 students have had interviews 
about their plans for the future.

Term 4 was not just been about work – in the 
Primary we had Kid Zone, Grade 5 transition 
days and graduation plus the Primary Picnic 
(the highlight I am told was the ice cream at 
the picnic as it was such a hot day). In the 
Secondary, rehearsals began for ‘Beauty and 
the Beast’ and the table tennis competition 
concluded and frisbee golf became the craze 

during break times and after school.

Serving the community has been an important 
theme for our school this term – particularly 
working alongside our neighbours at Somang 
Academy. Our Primary students shared with 
them and Mr Palmer and Mrs Brown, with the 
help of many students, coordinated the weekly 
reading/fun session with Somang students. 
Mrs Brown also worked with the new Somang 
librarian. 

Our students have served in so many ways – 
from supervising the playground before school 
to assisting the team coaches to running a 
computer club for Primary students. The list 
goes on...

KISC is a community made up of students, their 
families, teachers, kitchen staff, site staff, bus 
drivers, security guards...we are not complete 
without each other.  

Therefore this term ends in 
thankfulness to our great 
God for our community and 
for the 2018-2019 academic 
year.

Judy Gerber, KISC Director

TERMS 3 & 4 2018-19
NEWSLETTER

FOR A GREAT YEAR

Community. Love. Grace. Excellence. Justice.

THANKFUL
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WHOLE

SCHOOL LIFE 

In February we celebrated the one year 
anniversary of being at our new site in Thecho. 
“It’s been exciting to see the site develop over 
the year,” says Deputy Director Angus Douglas. 
It’s been a big change for the KISC community, 
but a very positive one and we are grateful for 
our new home! We’ve also got great news to 
report that we have now paid off the builders 
for the new site ahead of schedule.

SCHOOL SITE UPDATE

Swimming Programme
Students in Grades 4-9 will be involved in a 
swimming programme during PE lessons in 
weeks 2, 3 and 4 (12-29 August 2019). This 
programme will cater for all swimming abilities, 
with the aim to make all students confident 
in the water. It will also prepare the students 
for the Swim Gala Day. Parents and friends 
are invited to assist with the programme as 
swimming instructors. Please contact the PE 
department by emailing admin@kisc.edu.np if 
you are able to help with the programme.

• Term 1 2019-2020 – Electives for cast and 
for set design
• Save the date for the performances (exact 
dates and times to be decided) 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST JR 
COMING TO KISC

20-23 SEPTEMBER 2019

KISC students are helping each other and the 
community through Community Connections! 
Community Connections has been re-launched 
at KISC through a renewed focus on passionately 
serving others, being intentional learners, reporting 
on a web app created by Mr Arjun Karki and through 
small groups in the Secondary School. We celebrate 
our students who are serving others and building 
character as they do so! Involvement in projects like 
ABBS, Somang reading clubs, children’s homes, 
neighbourhood clean-ups and animal shelters are just 
some of the ways that our students are using their 
passions to make an impact in their community.  

CONNECTIONS
COMMUNITY
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PRIMARY

STUDENT LIFE
Congratulations

O  ur Term 3 theme was building character. 
Character is what defines you.  It is what 
people see in you.  It is what people will 

say about you after you pass away.  Character 
is one of the most important things you have.

I have learned a lot about my own character, not 
just over this term, but also over my past five 
years at KISC. My character has been shaped 
and developed in many different ways. This is 
something that is on my mind each and every 
day that I have served at KISC. I ask myself, 
“Am I showing the type of character that Christ 
wants me to reflect?” 

Many times I have gotten it wrong, but I am 
thankful for second chances with people and 
especially with Christ. God doesn’t expect us to 
get our character right each and every day, but 
He does expect us to work on it continuously 
and to learn from our mistakes and to gain 
wisdom. I want our students to understand the 
crucial importance of their character. It is not 
something you can just say, “I will work on it 
later when I am older.” Character follows you 
around. All of us should be striving to show 
the fruits of the Spirit to those around us: 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. We 
will not get it right all the time, but we should 
at least be striving towards the Godly character 
that Christ is building in each of us. 

Take some time and think about how you are 
living your life.  Are you the type of Christian 
that is on fire for God or just 
blending into the crowd trying 
to look like everyone else? 
What will you be remembered 
for?

Samantha Seymour, Head of Primary

FAREWELL FROM 
 MRS SEYMOUR

Congratulations to Grade 5 students who 
graduated from Primary School on Friday 21 June 
2019. The entire KISC community is proud of you 
and wishes you well in Secondary!

GRADE 5 GRADUATES

 
We are excited to share the Primary class 
arrangements for next year:  
 
Pre-K: Prity Thapa (TA - Srijana Gautam)
Kindergarten: Sue Shyr (TA - Srijana Gautam)
Grade 1: Term 1 - Carrie Mitchell; other terms Jayne 
Fleming (TA - Bini Chhetri)
Grade 2: Iona Rait (TA - Manika Blon)
Grade 3: Julie Culp (TA - Priti Parajuli)
Grade 4: Hannah Stewart (TA - Samridhi Raut)
Grade 5: Autumn Watt (TA - Barsha Rajkarnikar)
 
We welcome Joleen Bower as a Student Support 
Teacher and Melissa Jensen as Academic Leader 
of Student Support. We also want to congratulate 
Kelsi McGillivray on her transition to the role of 
Teacher Librarian.

PRIMARY CLASSES 2019-20
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SECONDARY

STUDENT LIFE

On Friday 21 June KISC secondary students, staff 
and parents came together for our special End of 
Year Event. We celebrated with great music, awards, 
special guests and time together. Thank you to all 
who came out and made the night a success!

LEARNING IN NATURE

In March Grade 9 geography students had a unique 
experience when they went to Lele for a river field 
trip. They took measurements of the river and used 
that to present their findings in a report to see how 
closely the river behaves to textbook models. “It was 
a super day out,” says teacher Mr Colville. “It was a 
great chance to explore some geography outside of 
Kathmandu.”

David Hamer
Head of Secondary

M  any of you 
would have seen 
the beautifully 

directed Dead Poet’s 
Society. It is the story 
about an unorthodox, 
unconventional and 
inspiring teacher 
who encouraged his 
students to make their 
lives extraordinary. The 
encouragement is to make 
your lives extraordinary, to 
make the most of every      

opportunity, to make a difference, to find your 
passion.
  
Community connections encourages students to 
find their passion and in discovering this passion, 
to make a difference and leave their mark. It is ‘the 
intentional and selfless giving of oneself in acts 
of service to another person, group or idea that 
leaves a lasting and positive impact for the benefit 
of others’. This is the KISC definition and we aim 
to grow students who are engaged in committed 
service for which they are passionate.
  
It is exciting to see the range of activities that 
students are involved in as they begin this journey 
of discovering and living out their passion.
  
The psalmist in Psalm 90: 12 says, “Teach us to 
number our days, that we may gain a heart of 
wisdom.” Our life on earth is limited by the number 
of years and we need to reflect on our frailties 
and the uncertainty of life. What will we do with 
the years allotted to us? The idea expressed is to 
prioritise our time, to arrange carefully what we do 
as we approach the end of our time on earth. As 
we seek to find our passion, to involve ourselves in 
community connections, “to number our days” as 
the psalmist says, we will “gain a heart of wisdom”.  

“Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of 
wisdom.” -Psalm 90: 12

End of Year Event
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PA R E N TS  &  STA F F

The SMC had an away-day in Term 3 to provide 
time for more in-depth discussion. We spent a 
good chunk of that developing further a risk 
register – a systematic way of identifying and 
managing the risks we face to the smooth and 
effective running of the school and EQUIP.

SMC members represent different parts of 
the KISC community and are happy to be 
approached with suggestions. In particular, 
Biz Jens represents the staff, Jason Loper is a 
parent representative and Sun-Min Kim, also a 
parent, is our cross-cultural representative.

Debbie Drew, SMC Chair
Term 3 was quieter for the PTA. No fundraising 
or special events were planned in this term; 
however we continued to facilitate prayer walks 
around our school, encouraged attendance 
at the parent workshop on emotional health 
and presented various parent concerns (as 
well as expressions of encouragement) to the 
leadership and staff. During May, we planned a 
week of special events to show gratitude to all 
the wonderful staff at KISC. 

We are currently missing representatives to 
cover some key positions, if you have any time 
available to help cover these positions, or would 
like information on what is involved, please 
contact a PTA representative. The positions 
are: secretary, class representative Grade 1 and 
class representative Grade 3.
  
Likewise, many of our current representatives 
finished at the end of this academic year, as 
such we will be looking for several new parents 
to join the committee.

Kylie Colville, PTA Chair

NOTE FROM THE PTA

SMC UPDATE
The PTA put on another successful 
Secondhand Sale at KISC in Term 4. Students 
in the photo above are pictured volunteering. 
Thank you to all parents, staff, students and 
PTA for your time and efforts!

We were very sad to say ‘farewell’ to three 
members of our SMC in Term 4. We are grateful 
for their commitment to our school. A very 
sincere ‘thank you’ goes to Debbie Drew (Chair), 
Carol Smith (PTA Representative) and Biz Jens 
(Staff Representative). 

We are very glad to welcome two new members 
to our SMC in 2019-2020. They are Reiny De 
Witt (Education Representative) and Kelsi 
McGillivray (Staff Representative). 

Reiny has been involved in education in Nepal 
for 34 years and began the Early Childhood 
Education Centre (ECEC). Kelsi has served as 
a Primary classroom teacher and academic 
leader at KISC. As Kelsi is a trained librarian, in 
2019-2020 she will replace Helen Brown as the 
KISC Librarian.

Judy Gerber, KISC Director



KATHMANDU INTERNATIONAL STUDY CENTRE   TERM 3 & 4  |  PAGE 6

TEACH. TRAIN. EQUIP. NEPAL

EQUIP team is doing training for the next 
Nepali academic year in Lamjung, Nuwakot and 
Lalitpur Districts.

In April the EQUIP team travelled to Lamjung 
to launch the training of the second year of our 
five year commitment. We will be continuing 
working in Lalitpur and Nuwakot.

EQUIP UPDATE

We are pleased to 
announce that Santona 
Neupane started with the 
EQUIP team again in April. 
She was on maternity 
leave and joins us again 
as an English Teacher 
Trainer. We are pleased to 
welcome her back to the 
EQUIP Team.

We would also like to introduce our Teacher 
Trainer Ross Williamson. He is in Nepal with 
his wife Abby and a toddler son Jude. Ross 
grew up in Nepal since his parents were 
missionaries in Nepal. Ross and his wife served 
in an international school in Korea before they 
came to Nepal. Ross has a heart to train Nepali 
teachers and also to learn from them. Ross and 
Abby are learning Nepali language full time at 
the moment. He will join full time with EQUIP 
this July.

EQUIP RESOURCE!
EQUIP have a new 
classroom resource. 
The ‘EQUIP Postcard 
Pack’ comes in a box 
with 50 different photo 
postcards, taken in 
Nepal, with different 
classroom activities 
to engage students in 
creative and critical 
thinking. We will be 
giving them free to our   

partner schools and also selling them to fund 
scholarships to enable children to attend 
our partner schools. They are great for the 
classroom, but also great gifts to take to 
home countries. You can purchase them in 
Reception for 1,000 NPR.

EQUIP TEAM: FRONT ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT: Phurba 
Tamang, Khim Kandel, Annie Brown, Krishna Bahadur 
Bohora, Binod Gaire BACK ROW: Simon Hall, Dil 
Bahadur Chhetri, Nirajan Thapa, Madhav Neupane, 
Ross Williamson MISSING: Santona Neupane 
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S                                                                                                                   

Work with US!
Do you know someone who would be a good 
fit at KISC? Help us recruit! They can email their 
CV or resume to: recruit@kisc.edu.np

CONTACT US!

Adrian Barailee: Science and RE Teacher and 
Student Support TA
Bibek Guidey: Geography Teacher and Student 
Support TA
Hannah Stewart: Grade 4 Teacher
Joleen Bower: Student Support Teacher 
(Primary)
Kathy Catcher: Psychology Teacher and ELL 
Teacher
Kelsi McGillivray: Librarian*
Lauri Lind: History and Global Perspectives 
Teacher
Lizzy Neiger: Head of Primary*
Megan Orrin: Mathematics Teacher
Miriam Sanchez: Senior Art Teacher
Missy Jensen: Student Support Leader
Nikish Thapa Neupane: Career and College 
Counsellor and Study Hall Coordinator
Nohemi Jaramillo: Spanish Teacher 
Yvonne Francis: Science Teacher
*Not new, but a new role at KISC

admin@kisc.edu.np www.kisc.edu.np+977 (1) 557 0142
Thecho, Kathmandu, NepalPO Box 2714

PROJECT OF HDCS HUMAN DEVELOPMENT & COMMUNITY SERVICES

We are always happy to hear from 
you. Or, if you are in Nepal, please 
come visit!

UPCOMING EVENTS: TERM 1

WELCOME IN TERM 1 2019-20 

The library is open on Wednesday mornings 
from 9.00am - 12.00pm during the holiday 
break. Library books will not be due during 
the holidays, so any books borrowed from 
now onwards will be due after the break. Why 
not stock-up on library books and enjoy some 
summer reading?

SUMMER RECEPTION HOURS
Reception is open Monday to Friday 9.00am - 
2.00pm during the holiday break.

Thurs 1 August: All staff training
Fri 2 August: All staff professional development
Mon 5 August: Parent information session
Tues 6 August: All classes begin
Wed 21 August: SMC Meeting
Sat 31 August: Swim Gala
Fri 13 September: Splash Day
Fri 20 - Mon 23 September: School Musical
Fri 27 September: Praise Morning Tea
Mon 30 Sep - Fri 4 Oct: Activity Week
Fri 4 October: Term 1 ends
Mon 7 - Sun 20 October: Holiday

Here are some of the important events coming 
up in Term 1. You can also find the school 
calendar for the entire year here: 
www.kisc.edu.np/school-calendar-1


