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  TERM 3  / 11 FEBRUARY 2016  

Newsletter

Like an eagle that stirs up its nest and hovers over its young, 
that spreads its wings to catch them and carries them aloft. 
Deut 32 v 11

In my role as a director of a property investment company 
in the UK before coming to Nepal, I was responsible for 

many property acquisitions and disposals. Coming to Nepal 
I didn’t expect to be quite so active in property agreements 
as I have been over the last three years: the sports site, 
the two new Operations buildings in a space of a couple of 
months, moving the KISC guest house to a new building 
following the earthquake.  
At each move I had been encouraged by God’s provision 
at just the right time. We had been offered the current 
Operations building just before the earthquake even though 
we weren’t looking for more space. To me it was as though 
God knew we would need it, even if we weren’t sure what 
to use it for.  
It is easier to see God’s hand when things go well for us; it 
is harder when things don’t go to our plan. I didn’t feel quite 
so positive when the confirmation that we were to vacate 
the sports site came through. However, as the analogy in 
the verse above says, God will stir things up a bit to get 
us to move, as a mother eagle does to her young to get 
them to leave the safety and comfort of the nest and to 
spread and use their wings. We had a nice ‘nest’ with all the 
accommodation we needed but it wouldn’t work long term. 
With the potential to be served 6 months’ notice on any of our buildings all of which leases expire in 2 years’ 
time, we cannot plan long-term for our current position. During the early part of this year, an opportunity has 
arisen for KISC to rent land on a long term basis. The long term plan for KISC had generally been to purchase 
land and develop a school. This would cost in the region of US$6-10 million to get what we needed – our 

Capital Fund of US$650,000 doesn’t achieve much. This 
new option, about 7km from KISC, south of the ring road, 
will mean we can start building from day 1 in an area of 
cleaner air, cheaper property prices and with the potential 
to expand if needed.  
The hope is that an agreement can be reached before the 
end of March with lease commencement from the beginning 
of the Nepali New Year (mid-April). Please join us in prayer 
that we have the opportunity for a new site in the new year. 
The expected project cost will be in the region of US$1.5-2 
million and it would mean we could move at the beginning 
of Term 1 2017/18. We have half the money needed to build 
and plans are being made for fundraising the remaining 
amount – so expect to hear from me again! 

Angus Douglas, Development Director

FEBRUARY / MARCH
17 (Wed)  Music Competition
   Y5/6 Sleepover
18 (Thu)-23 (Tue)   MIDTERM BREAK  
27 (Sat)   KISA
2 (Wed)    Sec. Parent/  
   Teacher  Interviews
17 (Thu)   Academic Bulletin
22 (Tue)    Holi:School Closed
23 (Wed)   Athletics Day
24 (Thu)   Easter Assembly
   END OF TERM
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STUDENTS
  FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK  

Ephesians 2: 8, 9.  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not 
from yourselves, it is a gift of God – not by works so that no one can boast.  

Grace is central to the Christian belief and to the Christian life. Grace is love that is 
undeserved. It is difficult to understand and accept as it runs totally against our nature, 
how we think and how we behave. We can’t seek grace, we do not deserve it, but it is 
given. And for that reason grace is something that is difficult to understand. 
What makes a difference to any school, in addition to the academic programme, is 
its spiritual life and the enrichment programme that is offered. KISC’s spiritual life is 

demonstrated in the commitment and out working of its values: Love, Community, Grace, Justice and 
Excellence. Enrichment in this sense includes music, drama, community connections, and sports. But this 
is only a part of the story, as the culture of home life, the impact of friends and the role models of adults all 
contribute to the shape and direction of the young lives that we have been entrusted with. 
While the term has had many highlights, this last week has been inspiring. Thursday began with the 
beautiful and stirring Korean “orchestra” who are visiting Nepal for a week. This group of young professional 
musicians, many who perform in Korean city orchestras, performed beautiful and moving music that indeed 
glorified God and was a special start to the day. 
This was followed by a motivating and stimulating address from author Peter Lerangis who presented to 
the younger secondary school students on where ideas come from, how ideas can be transferred and 
combined in new ways, the writing process and use of the imagination. He reminded the students of 
how insecurity is a good thing and can stimulate one to higher accomplishments, and that deadlines are 
important as one must always finish and meet these targets.  
We look forward to the surprises and challenges that the rest of the term will bring us.

David Hamer, Secondary Principal

  Author Peter Lerangis visiting KISC  
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PAPER BRICKS WARM UP HOUSES AND HEARTS

Yr 8 students in PSHE for their community 
connections, Yr 9 students in science for their design 
and trial component and a variety of secondary 
students in the Friday afternoon elective have been 
making paper bricks. The process goes like this: we 
collect scrap paper from around the school, we shred 

the paper, we soak the paper for a couple of days, 
we press the paper into ‘bricks’ and then leave them 
on the roof to dry for a week or so. After all of this we 
are able to give them to our Nepali staff to use in their 
stoves and fires. 

Tuesday, February 2nd, marked our 100th Day 
in School! To celebrate being '100 Days Smarter' 
the Year K and Year 1 students joined together 
for a morning of coloring, cutting and counting. 
We made '100 Days Smarter' hats, '100' glasses, 
built a 100 cup tower, read the book 'One Hundred 
Days in School', and 
voted on our three 
estimation jars to 
see which one had 
100 objects. Some 
of our students, 
and teachers, even 
dressed up as if they 
were 100 years old! 
It was a fun day of 
working together and 
learning all about 
100!

100 DAYS SMARTER

Senior students of Years 10, 11 and 12 participated 
in the South Asia Tour Mini-Fair, a multi-school 
event on Friday, February 5, 2016 hosted by the 
Lincoln School, Kathmandu. It was organized by the 
EducationUSA Advising Center, USEF-Nepal. Over 
a dozen colleges and universities from the United 
States were there to meet, interact and support 
students to pursue college education. 

 Exploring HigHEr Education   



4

PT
A

PA
R

E
N

T
T

E
A

C
H

E
R

A
S

S
O

C
IA

T
IO

N
PTA has a monthly time of 
COMMUNITY PRAYER. We 
would love to hear any prayer 
requests you may currently 
have for you personally, the 
students you teach, classes, 
or the school in general. 
Email them to Jenny Reid:
jennifer@mountainchild.org. 

INSPIRED BY BOOKS, EQUIP STAFF DELIVER WORKSHOPS AT 
THE BAL SAHITYA MAHOTSAV 2016
Literature and books were the focus of a range of exciting activities and workshops for many hundreds 
of students, teachers and parents who came on Saturday 6th February to this unique Children’s 
Literacy Festival, organised and run by the Rato Bangala Group of Institutions in collaboration with 
other organisations including KISC EQUIP. The programme of over 50 activities included puppet 
making, slam poetry, book making and readings by famous authors. Khim Kandel and Krishna Bahadur 
Bohora inspired teachers and parents through their interactive workshop that helped participants to see 
the value of parents reading aloud to their children. Annie Brown facilitated a group of young people 
looking more deeply at a story and having fun thinking about the big ideas about themselves and their 
world through philosophical questioning and discussion. Jane Turner, a very experienced UK Educator 
currently visiting Nepal and sharing ideas with KISC and EQUIP staff, led a workshop with young 
people to bring stories to life through drama tools and techniques. Rachel Kharel, KISC art teacher, did 
an open session about Vincent Van Gough. 

Dear Community!
I would like to share some about what the PTA 

Committee is. PTA stands for Parent Teacher Association, 
and the committee consists of parent representatives 
from every year group and also of staff from the school. 
Our job is to support KISC, the students, the staff and 
the teachers. We do that by trying to facilitate good 
communication between the homes and the school. We 
plan socials for the different year groups. We pray for 
the school. Twice a year we lead the time of prayer for 
the school before the term starts, and we also facilitate 
other prayer times. We work on fundraising for projects 
in the school. We do the fundraising mainly through the 

two fairs we plan yearly. We also try to encourage KISC 
staff and teachers in any way we can. Currently we are meeting 
six times yearly. If you are interested in finding out more, or if 
you want to take part, please contact me. 

KISC FAIR:
The next KISC fair is planned for Saturday May 7th. You are 
more than welcome to participate as a volunteer, stand holder 
or a visitor. 

Greetings, 
Mirjam Thiessen, PTA chair
mirjamthiessen@gmail.com

PTA POSITIONS AVAILABLE

• PTA treasurer - now
• Year K representative - now
• Year 12 representative - now
• PTA chair - beginning of Term 1
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Recently some of the EQUIP team made 
a visit to GEMS school in Lalitpur to 
undertake classroom observations and hold 
discussions with their leadership staff with 
the view to developing training in the future 
for their teachers. The team were given a 
warm reception and enjoyed seeing how this 
high profile school are working and how we 
might share our expertise with them.
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 EQUIP UPDATE 
Despite the Earthquake in April and the blockade, 
we are so thankful to God that we were able to 
carry out our programme in our project areas. 
We have completed our training in Lamjung for 
this academic year. Krishna, Simon, Annie and 
Marinda are visiting Palpa this week and this will 
be the completion of our training in Palpa for this 
academic year.

a) Partnership with Mountain Child: 

Mountain Child has approved our proposal to set 
up classroom libraries and classroom painting 
projects. We have already received Rs. 2, 260, 
292. The funding is to increase the support of 
EQUIP’s existing programme especially in two 
main areas: 

i) Setting up 209 classroom libraries in 21 partner 
schools up to grade 8,
ii) Painting classrooms in 5 partner schools in 
Lamjung.

We thank Mountain Child for their support to EQUIP in blessing the school communities that EQUIP partner 
with.

b) Monitoring and Evaluation of Palpa Project

The Social Welfare Council have appointed a 
team to evaluate EQUIP’s work in Palpa. The visit 
to Palpa has been confirmed for 21-25 February. 
Please pray that this visit would go well.

Ephesians 2:8-10 

"8 For it is by grace you 
have been saved, through 
faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of 
God— 9 not by works, so that 
no one can boast. 10 For we 
are God’s handiwork, created 
in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do."GRACE
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1. Primary Teachers
2. Secondary Subject 
Teachers:
• ICT Teacher
• Math Teacher
• Art Teacher
• History / RE Teacher
• Psychology
• Biology

3. Language Teachers
• French Teacher
• English Teacher
• PT Spanish Teacher
4. Library Teacher
5. Head of Arts Faculty
6. Head of Communications
7. Primary Student Support
8. Site Manager

9. Equip Math Teacher 
Trainer Jan 2017
10.Teachers for the 
Pokhara Study Center

recruit@kisc.edu.np

  KISC IS HIRING  / Openings 2016-17                                                                                                                                    

THANK YOU ALL FOR 
PARTICIPATING IN OUR 
GLOBAL DAY OF PRAYER 
2016! 

We had more than 140 individuals and 
groups all over the world pray for KISC and 
Nepal. Prayer can really move mountains, 
and we feel privileged and blessed to have 
people beyond the gate of our school 
and beyond borders of Nepal who come 
together as one and lift us up in their 
prayers. Already looking forward to another day of prayer in 2017!
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CONTACT US! 
 WE ARE ALWAYS HAPPY  
 TO HEAR FROM YOU, 
 OR IF YOU ARE IN NEPAL,  
 PLEASE COME VISIT!

“TO BE LIVING WITNESSES OF CHRIST’S LOVE THROUGH EXCELLENT EDUCATION” 

  Kathmandu     International     Study     Centre  

  PO Box 2714     Dhobighat Kathmandu Nepal      

  +977 (1) 553 8720     www.facebook.com/kisc1987  

  admin@kisc.edu.np     www.kisc.edu.np  

  PROJECT OF HDCS     HUMAN DEVELOPMENT & COMMUNITY SERVICES  

 PRAYER POINTS

• Please pray for the ongoing positive 
relationships with the government officials 
in the various Ministry departments. Pray for 
the positive outcome for all the visa and work 
permit applications. 

• Pray that God would supply needed personnel 
for the future. 

• Pray for the new site - that the lease would 
be granted and that we would be able to raise 
enough funds to develop a new campus for KISC. 

• Pray for the health of the whole community. 
Lately, many members of our community have 
been ill. 

• Pray for Nepal and the challenges being faced; 
that the end of the blocaked would mean 
unobstructed access to petrol, cooking gas and 
other necessities. 

• Please pray that the Lord keeps guiding the 
Directors in making positive decisions for the 
school. 

• Pray for the EQUIP Teacher Trainers as 
they make their travels across the country to 
improve education in Nepal. 

Susan Shyr - moved to Nepal from the USA 
with her family and will be a long term Year 1 
teacher.
Poppy Nunn - is coming to KISC from the UK  
to work as a Year 4 teacher until the end of this 
academic year.
Nancy Fraley - returned with her family from  
furlough in the USA.
Lizzy Neiger - returned with her family from 
furlough in the USA.
Gabrielle Shallar - came to KISC for Term 3  
to volunteer in the library and student support. 
She is from Austria. 
Seema K.C. - is from Nepal and is joining  
KISC as a gap year student. 
Nudrat Farid - is from Pakistan, and a former  
KISC student. She is joining KISC till the end 
of the academic year to help in the Science 
Department. 
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KISC Water Bottle
NRs. 500/-

KISC T-shirts: House and Values
NRs. 650/-

KISC Mug
NRs. 500/-

Katie Laborde - and her husband are moving 
back to the USA at the end of Term 3 so her 
husband can finish up his doctorate degree. 
Pradyot Sharma - is leaving KISC at the end of 
this term to prepare for his further studies in the 
USA. 

FareWell

• Alina Shakya had a new baby boy during the 
Christmas break. Congratulations! Alina will be 
returning from the maternity leave mid Term 4. 

• Parnell family returns from furlough in the UK in 
March. 

• Karina KC has travelled to the USA to deliver 
her baby. She is expected to rejoin KISC at the 
beginning of the next academic year. 

COMMUNITY UPDATES


