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  TERM 4  / JUNE 29, 2017  

NEWSLETTER

I recently made the longest bus trip in my life. I visited 
one of the HDCS hospitals in Chaurjhari, Rukum, the 
Midwestern part of Nepal along with HDCS project 
heads and board members. It took us altogether 43 
hours round trip. Although this journey made me 
very tired physically, I returned back to Kathmandu 
with more enthusiasm, excitement and deeper joy in 
my heart. I am very proud to be part of HDCS.

It was really humbling for me to see our hospital 
staff in Rukum working so hard and providing a high 
quality standard of medical services to the poor 
people who do not have or have very limited access 
to medical services. Like KISC, HDCS hospitals’ vision 
is ‘to be living witnesses of God’s love’. During my short 
visit, I was so encouraged and overwhelmed to see 
that our staff are truly being living witnesses of God’s 
love as they are serving the people in such a remote 
part of Nepal.

In KISC, as we are coming to the end of the year, 
(Yes!) we are also  tired and busy but we had a 
wonderful year. We have seen God’s abundant 
blessings and his faithfulness over KISC this year too, 
just like previous years. We can move in confidence 
in Him for the next year and continue to live out our 
vision, ‘to be living witnesses of Christ’s love through 
excellent education’.

Khim Kandel
KISC EQUIP Director

KISC believes in the importance 
of KNOWLEDGE of which 
God is the source. Therefore, 
community members seek 
to grow in knowledge and 
wisdom. We explore and 
evaluate problems, ideas 
and solutions in critical and 
creative ways. We are able 
to communicate and defend 
our views and opinions while 
respecting those of others. 

KISC believes in the importance 
of LEARNING. Therefore, 
community members seek to 
continuously learn and engage 
in new challenges. We nurture 
our curiosity as we seek to 
learn from one another. We 
reflect on and grow through 
the opportunities arising from 
success and failure. 

Congratulations 
CLASS OF 2017!

Congrations to our KISC graduates of 2017. We are so 
proud of you and all your hard work and commitment. 
We wish you the best as you start a new chapter. 

The 2017 KISC graduates (from left to right): Yeana 
(Grace) Song, Strina Rai, Dure Shahwar, Joseph Im, 
Yelisey Nizyev and Yuddhavir Thapa
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STUDENTS
The end of the school year 
brings so much excitement 
to everyone including parents 
and students. The students 
are ready for a well-deserved 
break. They all have worked so 
hard this school year and as one 
staff member said, “We had a 
normalish school year.” This is 
true. We had no natural disasters 
or blockades this year. I guess it 
was “normalish.”

Please take time to reflect with your child/ren 
on their accomplishments and areas where they 
struggled this year. I know so many times, we finish 
the school year and want to put it behind us and 
forget about it, but it is important to reflect. I read 
an article on reflection by Jo Ayoubi and it says, 
“The science behind reflection is compelling. We 
know intuitively that we learn by experience and 
also that we learn from our mistakes. But research 
is increasingly telling us that without the process 
of actively thinking about those experiences, and 
questioning ourselves about what they mean, 
learning doesn’t really happen. What gets us from 
experience to understanding is reflection. With the 
aid of a simple question like ‘what did I do well in that 
situation?’, ‘what could I do differently’, we can make 
small but cumulative steps to doing things better. 
Reflection also helps to provide deeper learning by 
looking at situations through a different lens and by 
asking yourself searching questions that challenge 
one’s assumptions about the world around you. We 
also have a tendency to focus on the negative. An 
exercise in reflection or self-assessment provides a 
structured and safe way to think about the positive 
as well.”

So, I challenge you 
and your child to 
spend some time 
of reflection this 
summer.

 FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

Samantha Seymour
Primary Principal

Please take time to relax and enjoy the time off 
with your children this summer. We only have 
so many summers with them before they are 
off into the real world. Enjoy the moments that 
are given to us each day. With this being said, I 
know firsthand the difficulties of your child hav-
ing a lot of time off and not having a routine. It 
can wreak havoc throughout the summer. It does 
help to keep some type of routine, but also al-
low some “free” time for your children. Our library 
will be open every day this summer from 10-12 
and on Wednesdays at  11am Ms.Thapa will have 
story-time for K-2 students. Here is a helpful link 
to some summer rules that my family and I will 
be adapting this summer to keep somewhat of a 
routine in our home. 

www.thirtyhandmadedays.com/printable-summer-rules/

PRIMARY: Kate Blomberg (YK), Priya Bierma (Y1), 
Jack Blomberg (Y1), Daniel Trapman (Y 1), Jinju Hong 
(Y2), Yazzie Bierma (Y3), Elijah Blomberg (Y3), 
Anatoli Spear (Y3), Vyeronika Svyrydenko (Y4), 
Erin Lockwood (Y6)

SECONDARY: Jin Suk Hong (Y7), Justin Menez 
(Y7), Chunqui Yi (Y7), Keziah Kurian (Y8), Moriah 
Ray (Y9), Jane Garrett (Y11), Reeda Ismail (Y11), 
Karuna Kurian (Y11)

FAREWELL STUDENTS
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EVENTS
PRIMARY

On June 9th, the primary showed off some amazing 
skills and talents during KidZone. There were magic 
performances, hilarious jokes, lego videos and so 
many other talents that were performed. Also, the 
primary staff put together an amazing synchoronized 
swimming routine. Great job to all the students and 
staff for such a great evening!

PRIMARY PICNIC

The primary students had such a fun time at the Primary 
Picnic on Thursday, June 22 at Kathmandu Fun Park. 
The kids enjoyed Zippyland, rides, ice cream and fun 
games at the futsal court. It was such a great time to 
end such a wonderful year!

FASHION SHOW
The primary students showed off their designs from 
art class at the primary fashion show on Tuesday, 
June 20. The students designed a variety of differenet 
clothing and accessories and then modeled them on 
the walkway. Way to go students!

PRIMARY FOOTBALL
On Friday, June 2, the primary students competed in 
a football house competition. The studentsenjoyed  
face painting, games and ice lollies. Congratulations 
Annapurna for winning the football competition!

PRIMARY GRADUATION
During primary’s last assembly on Friday, June 23, 
KISC had the honour of graduating the Year 6 students. 
Congratulations students!

Year 6 Graduates: Micah Carson, Pratyush Chettri, 
George Coville, Anusri Gautam, Alian Kuhns, Mikael Ma-
lik, Erin Lockwood, Vasudha Nikku, Immanuel Pokharel, 
Emma Powell, Aakarshak Rana, Isabelle Seymour, Ezra 
Turennout, Seong-Hyeon Yoo
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EVENTS
SECONDARY

LENS & BRUSHES WINNERS
The Communications Office at 
KISC held a Lens & Brushes 
Photography & Art Competition. 
Two extremely talented and 
artistic students in secondary 
were selected as winners.

Congratulations Laura Reid 
and Parag Chettri!

Laura Reid Parag Chettri

END OF THE YEAR EVENT
KISC truly has some amazing students. It was such an 
enjoyable time to appreciate them and their achieve-
ments. The graduation of our senior students, was 
also a very memorable moment and we wish them 
the best as they start new beginnings. 

ACTIVITY WEEK
For the last week of school, the secondary students 
had a week filled with activities. The students went 
and visited the new KISC site, played team games and 
had a treasure hunt on Tuesday. Then on Wednesday, 
the secondary students spent the entire day at Fun 
Vally Water Park. The next day, students spent their 
day alternating between painting lockers and watch-
ing a movie. Finally, on the last day, the students went 
out into the communtiy for Bless the Block, where 
students collect garbage left in public areas around 
the community. Following that, the students had class 
parties and had their final assembly, where they said 
farewell to students and staff. It was an amazing year. 
Thank you for all being a part of it. Hope you have a 
restful and relaxing break. 
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ACADEMICS

TEACH. TRAIN. EQUIP. NEPAL

THANK YOU!
KISC EQUIP would like to extend sincere thanks and 
appreciation to Mr. Joel Blomenkamp, Ed.D., from the 
U.S.A. who conducted a two-day training on June 
15 and 16 for the Teacher Trainers of KISC EQUIP. 
Some of the topics were 21st century skills, creative 
curriculum development (PBL), design thinking and 
applications in classroom.

KISC EQUIP was delighted to visit Somang Academy 
to present ten classroom libraries donated by a former 
KISC student Miriam Knoble as well as ten student 
scholarships from KISC.

ACADEMIC AWARDS
During the End of the Year Event on Friday, June 23, 
students received academic awards for students who  
have shown academic excellence and outstanding 
effort and progress in a variety of subjects throughout 
the course of the Academic Year. Congratulations to 
the following students:

YEAR 7
Samuel Drew, Vishwas Karmacharya and Gyu Kim

YEAR 8
Priscila Ruth Campana, Alyssa Pokharel and 
Benjamin Zimmerman

YEAR 9
Eun-Sol (Sally) Cho, John Powell and Shreeyash 
Shrestha

YEAR 10
Danial Ahmad, Ashish Jung Paudel and Aryen Shrestha

YEAR 11
Shinkook Cha, Aarogya Pandey and Alana Pradhan

YEAR 12
Justin Chadwell, Mumeez Faisal and Laura Reid

YEAR 13
Joseph Im and Dure Shahwar

SPORTS AWARDS
Jeong Hur, Alyssa Pokharel, Chany Jung and Dure Shahwar

ARTS AWARDS
Somang Cha, Nahum Pradhan and Laura Reid. 
Nahum Pradhan won the Drama Shield.

LEADERSHIP AWARDS
Nahum Pradhan, Laura Reida and Dure Shahwar.
Justin Chadwell won the Citizenship Award.
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There is a wind of excitement blowing in Nepal. 

In this small, landlocked country nestled between 

China and India, local elections have been held 

for the first time in 20 years, development is 

moving forward and hope for a better future is 

on the rise. Never has there been a better time 

to be part of what God is doing in this land. 

Just as excitement is building in Nepal, excitement is growing in KISC. Our 

new school site is under construction, there is strong academic performance 

and an EQUIP Teacher Education College (TEC) is in the planning stages. 

With the support of our owners, Human Development and Community Services 

(HDCS), a local NGO, we look forward to being led by a KISC Director who 

can build on this strong foundation and rise to the new challenges and 

opportunities that lie ahead. 

The history of KISC stretches back over 30 years when a 

study centre was established to ensure that the families of 

mission workers did not have to leave Nepal as their children 

grew older. It was known as Kathmandu International 

Study Centre, but as it developed into a secondary 

school, the name became KISC, and that is how it is now 

widely known. Ten years ago KISC established a primary 

school, which has gone from strength to strength. The 

original purpose of enabling mission families to remain 

in Nepal is still at the heart of what KISC is about, with 

80% of KISC’s 220 children from such families.

INTRODUCTION KISC SCHOOL

As the school has grown, so has our need for 

larger and improved facilities. KISC has begun 

construction on a new school site and is looking 

forward to moving to its purpose-built facilities 

during the 2017-2018 school year. The new site 

will allow for a full range of facilities, including 

sports areas and space for creativitiy and play. 

We are delighted that we will be able to develop 

a partnership with Somang Academy, a Nepali 

school which owns the site and is leasing it to 

KISC on a long-term basis.

Though rich in natural resources, Nepal remains one of the 

poorest countries in Asia ranking 145/187 on the United 

Nations’ Human Development Index, which measures 

a country’s achievements in terms of health, income and 

education. With large mountains, including the highest 

peak in the world, Mt. Everest, Nepal is stunningly beauti-

ful, and yet this mountainous topography makes life tough 

for many and development work difficult and costly. KISC 

families make a unique contribution to the lives of some 

of the poorest and neediest people in Nepal and the KISC 

School enables such families to thrive here.

KISC’s Vision is, “To be living witnesses of Christ’s love 

through excellent education”. This is the foundation 

of all we do, and have done since KISC started in 1987. 

Our core Values are love, grace, community, justice and 

excellence. These are not just words on a poster, but 

are constantly explored, developed and encouraged 

with our students and staff and impact the way we 

go about our Mission. Our Mission is, “To provide 

excellent education, primarily for the Christian mission 

community and Nepali school communities, based 

on biblical values. Through KISC’s international K-13 

school and EQUIP teacher training program, students 

and staff will positively impact their world”.

CHINA

INDIA

KATHMANDU

NEPAL

KISC would like to inform you about an additional 
school bus route that will start the beginning of the new 
academic year, August 2017, between KISC and Thecho  
(New KISC Site). This service has been added considering 
the parents who have already moved to the Thecho 
side or who are planning to move. Parents wanting 
to register their children for this route are requested 
to contact the KISC Reception or Finance Office. 

KISC is offering a subsidized cost of transportation for 
the period of 2017-18 year. The cost of transportation 
will be USD 100 per term per child. The transportation 
cost includes the cost of the vehicle (depreciated 
amount only), driver’s salary, cost of fuel and repair, 
maintenance, and insurance.

Please feel free to contact the Finance team if you 
have any questions.

   PARENTS & STAFF            
NEW BUS ROUTE KISC DIRECTOR 

RECRUITMENT
Daniel Parnell, the current director at KISC, will be 
leaving his position after the 2017-18 academic school 
year. KISC is searching for a qualified candidate to fill 
the KISC director position. Since the KISC staff and 
families are the best recruiters, we are asking that you 
help us and share this information. A brochure has 
been created that contains details about the position 
and shares about the Mission, Vision and Values of 
KISC. Below is the link for the PDF of the brochure to 
share with potential candidates.

KISC DIRECTOR

RECRUITMENT

KATHMANDU, NEPAL

CLICK HERE for the KISC Director Recruitment PDF.

SUMMER LIBRARY HOURS
MONDAY to FRIDAY 

10:00-12:00
WEDNESDAY 11:00-12:00

Story Hour with Miss Thapa with 
stories & activities for students in 

lower primary (Years K-2)

NEW SITE UPDATE
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BUILDING PLANS
PRIMARY BLOCK

The existing structure above will be renovated to become 
the new Primary Block and school hall. In the building plan 
for the Primary Block, there will be seven primary classrooms 
that will each be 52 m2, creating enough space to have classes 
with up to 24 students. The main hall and stage, which are 
used for assemblies, performances and meetings, will be in 
the central part of the Primary Block. Within the Primary 
Block, there will also be a small library, student support, 
the primary principal’s office, a staff room, a resource room 
and bathrooms. The Primary Block’s expenses are already 
covered and construction is underway.

SECONDARY BLOCK

The area above is the construction work being done for the 
new Secondary Block. The Secondary Block will be three-
storeys tall, have 26 secondary classrooms and two ICT labs. 
This will allow KISC to grow from 110 secondary students to 
150. The funding for the Secondary Block has been covered 
and construcion has begun.

Some of the safety features in the design of the building 
include: eartquake proofing, two exits per classroom and an 
emergency external staircase. The cost of the staircase has 
not yet been covered.

Also, the plan is to build a playground outside the Primary 
Block using local resources and materials using designs by 
playgroundideas.org. The costs for the playground have not 
been covered.

THE PRIMARY PLAYGROUND PROJECT IS A GREAT 
OPPORTUNITY FOR VOLUNTEER GROUPS TO GET 
INVOLVED. CONTACT US FOR DETAILS.

THE REMAINING COST FOR THE EMERGENCY 
STAIRCASE IS $25,087 USD.

WE’RE BUILDING

How your gift could bring change to Nepal

PHASE 1

There is a lot of progress being made at the new 
KISC site. However, we still are in need of funds to 
complete some of the necessary construction. KISC 
needs to raise $100,000 USD in the next 2 MONTHS 
(by the end of  August) to be able to move to the 
new site in December. A new brochure was recently 
produced with updates on the progress of the site 
and the remaining needs. Below is a link to the PDF 
of the brochure. Please share this with others that 
are interested in supporting this need. 

CLICK HERE to download the PDF. 

NEW DRESS CODE
Starting at the beginning of the 2017-18 academic 
year, KISC will be enforcing a new dress code for 
staff. Please make yourself familiar with this new 
dress code and take the time during the school 
break to purhcase necessary items. It is important 
to be aware of how we are representing KISC. Staff 
members dress should demonstarte KISC values, re-
spect the school’s reputation, and show awareness 
and sensitivity of the diverse community at KISC.
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CONTACT US! 
 WE ARE ALWAYS HAPPY  
 TO HEAR FROM YOU, 
 OR IF YOU ARE IN NEPAL,  
 PLEASE COME VISIT!

  Kathmandu     International     Study     Centre  

  PO Box 2714     Dhobighat Kathmandu Nepal      

  +977 (1) 553 8720     www.facebook.com/kisc1987  

  admin@kisc.edu.np     www.kisc.edu.np  

  PROJECT OF HDCS     HUMAN DEVELOPMENT & COMMUNITY SERVICES  

 PRAYER POINTS

A N N O U N C E M E N T S                                                                                                                   

“TO BE LIVING WITNESSES OF CHRIST’S LOVE THROUGH EXCELLENT EDUCATION” 

Hannah Butler helped out in student support and 
is returning to England to finish her studies.

Alina (K.C.) Chaulagain served as the Year 6 
Teacher Assistant. Alina & Pradeep are traveling 
to Indonesia for schooling.

Pradeep Chaulagain was the primary P.E. Teacher 
Assistant. Pradeep & Alina are traveling to 
Indonesia for schooling. 

Hannah Dornon served as the music teacher at 
KISC and is returning to get married.

Srijana Gautam was the Year 1 Teacher Assistant.

Silvain Gertsch: taught Secondary French and is 
returning to Switzerland.

Deborah Gough taught Secondary Science and is 
returning to New Zealand.

Ye Rang Jung served as the art teacher and will 
be returning to South Korea to finish her studies.

Naomia Nagorcka was the Year 2 Classroom 
Teacher and will return to Australia.

Joanie O’Neal was the Year 1 Classroom Teacher 
for Term 4 and is returning to the U.S..

Loyd O’Neal was a Secondary teacher for Term 4 
and is returning to the U.S.A.

Smirti Rai worked in student support and helped 
out as the Year 6 Teacher Assistant during Term 4.

Parameswari Shrestha served as a Nepali teacher.

Leigh Stewart helped out in student support and 
is returning to England.

Kristie Virie worked at KISC as a Teacher Assistant 
and spent her last year helping with student support.

FAREWELL

• For the new school site and for the needed 
 necessary additional funds
• For the construction process of the new site to 
 continue as planned
• For safe travels and protection for all students, 
 staff, faculty and their families over the summer
• For new staff arriving, for ease of transition and 
 settling quickly
• For rest and peace for all the teachers and staff 
 through the summer

DEBORAH GOUGH (Secondary Teacher): I would 
love prayer as always for my eyes, I still get head-
aches every day, so prayer for healing and to not 
get too despondent about it all. And then just for 
transitioning out of Nepal and into next phase of 
life. I will be at home for 6 - 8 weeks then want to 
go to England to bible college....which will probably 
mostly be through audio reading.

DAVID COLVILLE (Secondary Teacher): I guess the 
biggest thing I can think of is that the new site would 
continue according to schedule and that the monsoon 
wouldn’t upset the progress, or slow things down. 
I’m sure the builders have thought about that and 
factored it in. We can still pray for a move in January!

DAVID HAMER (Secondary Principal):
• safe and relaxing holiday
• staff and students return ready for another year
• quick construction of the building & smooth transition.

DAVE CHISLETT (New staff member): I’m coming 
over with my wife Debra ready for October term.
Please pray for the practicalities PLUS the safe arrival 
of all the high tech stuff we will be bringing/sending to 
add computer control to the curriculum! It’s great fun!

VIRGINIA OYLER (Head of Admissions): Prayer for 
all the new teachers and staff traveling and settling 
into Nepal, for their transitions to be smooth and 
for them to easily begin to work within and feel a 
part of the KISC community

CURRENT OPENINGS
• English Teacher
• Primary Teacher (Year 5)
• ESL Teacher
• French Teacher


