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  TERM 1  / 10 SEPTEMBER 2015  

Newsletter

TIME FLIES WHEN YOU’RE HAVING FUN
I cannot believe we are more than halfway through 
our first term of the 2015-2016 school year! We 
have already had so many wonderful activities 
happening this term such as: the swimming gala, 
wonderful primary and secondary assemblies on 
our term theme of love, parent information evening, 
and other wonderful teaching going on in each 
classroom. I am looking forward to finishing this 
term well as we still have primary and secondary 
photos and splash day for the primary students on 
the last day of term.

I have been here at KISC for one year and I still come to school amazed at how wonderful and unique 
KISC is! There is not another school in the world like it. Our term theme of love is clearly evident here at 
this school and I think parents, staff, and students know there is something different about this school. I 
love watching the secondary students play with the primary students, I love watching the amazing creative 
teaching that goes on daily, I love seeing the teachers go the extra mile with their students, I love watching 
the students praise and worship God during assemblies, I love seeing staff pray together, I love hearing the 
laughter from the staff and students during the day, and I love KISC! I believe that our school truly lives out 
our theme verse from Luke 10:27; “The man answered, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind’; and ‘Love your neighbor as you love yourself.’”
Our school would not be what it is without you! You supporting, helping, encouraging, praying for, and 
standing behind your child is vital to a successful school. I thank you for what you do!

I hope you and your child continue to have a fulfilling rest of the term and I thank you for choosing KISC!

Samantha Seymour
Primary Principal
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TERM 1 VALUE

SEPTEMBER
W-F 9-11 Primary Parent Interviews
F 11  Primary 1/2 Day of School
W 16  Primary School Photos
Th 17  Secondary School Photos
M 21  Whole School Photo

OCTOBER
Fri 9  Splash Day
 
       END OF TERM

ACADEMIC CALENDAR
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ART AND DESIGN 
INSPIRATIONAL DAY OUT

IGCSE and A level students explored the local area, 
visiting temples, galleries, Patan Durbar Square and 
museums all to gain inspiration for their studies. It 
was a packed day of drawing and taking pictures. 
Students enjoyed seeing what other artists are 
creating and especially the carvings around the 
square. It was a great day day out. 

Suzie Parr
Head of Art

STUDENTS

 ‘I found inspiration inside and outside      
  the buildings.’                   
  Grace Im, year 13             

Welcome back to the start of a new 
and exciting academic year. Thank-
you for the warm welcome extended 
to Elizabeth and my-self on our 
arrival. We have very much enjoyed 
our time here learning Nepali and 
slowly understanding and fitting into 
the Nepali and school culture.  We 
are looking forward to meeting and 

getting to know you. The school year has begun well 
for the Secondary School with a lot of enthusiasm and 
high expectations. Learning is at the heart of teaching 
and one of the interesting observations is studying 
how different cultures learn, and the extent to which 
learning is a culturally referenced activity. 
I look forward to meeting you over the coming months.

David Hamer
Secondary Principal

  FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK  

This term, the Years 5-10 will have the wonderful 
opportunity to have an in-school science field trip. An 
inflatable planetarium will be set up in the hall. This 
program will be run by Birgunj Education Consultancy 
who will come to Nepal from India for a few weeks. 
The students will be able to see a presentation titled, 
Sky Tonight, which allows them to identify the Pole 
Star, prominent Bright Stars, Naked Eye Planets and 
Constellations in real sky for the coming month from 
Kathmandu. We are so excited to have this wonderful 
program come to our school to enrich the lessons 
already going on in the classroom.

REACHING FOR THE STARS

Inflatable Planetarium - Illustration
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The senior students of Y11 (Justin, Sushma, Nahum, Strina, 
and Laura); Y12 (Durre Shahwar, Elysia, Selah, Yuddhivar, 
and Yelisey); and Y13 (Seung Won, David, Peter, Nikhil, 
Saurav and Yegwon) were accompanied by David Hamer 
(Secondary Principal), Mary Lou Doe (Head of Pastoral Care, 
HOF PSHE), Keith Doe (Mathematics Teacher), and Suraj 
Dahal (College Counselor) to take part in the US University 
Fair hosted by Lincoln School on Friday, September 4, 2015. 

It was a wonderful opportunity for students to discover and 
explore higher educational possibilities in the United States. 
Topics such as diversity of higher education in the US, 
choosing universities, admission process and requirements, 
standardized tests, and financing were presented and 
discussed in the introductory session followed by students 
meeting the representatives to explore what each of the 
following visiting universities / colleges had to offer: 

• Ball State University, John Mann
• California Lutheran University, Dane Rowley
• Florida Institute of Technology, Stacey   

  Reeder
• George Mason University, Jennifer Tkacz
• University at Buffalo, The State University of  

  New York, Amanda Poppe
• University of Houston, Michael Woodson
• University of Missouri - Kansas City, Jason   

  Foster

It was an excellent opportunity for students to interact with visiting university representatives to explore 
and understand how to secure placement at university program of their choice. 

Suraj Dahal
College Counselor

  SMART FUTURE                                                                    

FROM THE ARTS!
The ARTS at KISC display the ‘other side’ of your child, 
providing expression through art, music and P.E. The 
departments appreciate your support and encourage 
staff and parents to inquire about what is happening 
in each area. Improvements to the art and music room 
added beauty and organization helping both teachers 
and students enjoy the classes to the fullest. Please 
say a special thank you to the ARTS staff. We love 
what they do to enhance the whole child. Suzie Parr, 
Secondary Art, Rachel Kharel, Primary Art and some 
ICT, Hannah Dornon, all music, Bipen Maharjan Head 
of PE, Rajiv Joshi, Secondary TA, Binod Gaire, P,rimary 
PE and Pradeep Chaulagain, Primary TA and Clubs. 

Michele Morton
HOF ARTS
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OTHER SPORTS NEWS
KISC primary students along with some year 7 students 
took part in a futsal and swimming competition on 5-6 
September. It’s the first time ever KISC primary school 
took part in a competitive sporting event. Primary did 
great! Although our boys team lost all three matches, 
they showed good skills and played a good team 
game. In swimming, Parag Chettri, Stephan Smith 
and Abbey Loper made it to the finals. Although they 
didn’t win any medals, they surely gave their best and 
made us proud. Well done to all the participants. 

Secondary students played Wilson tournament last 
week. Although they lost both their matches they 
showed good resilience and team work.

WELL DONE! 

UPCOMING 
SPORTING EVENTS

• 1ST LINCOLN 
SCHOOL SWIMMING 
CHAMPIONSHIP ON 12TH 
AND 13TH SEPTEMBER.

• BERNHARDT BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT FROM 
14TH SEPTEMBER FOR 
SENIOR BOYS (YEAR 
12+13)

On Saturday 29th August, 2015, KISC held its 
annual swimming gala at the Little Angels School 
in Haatiban. Competition was tough in all races 
including the family relay and adults. Many 
records were broken and Makalu managed to 
secure the first place. 

Year 12 did a great job feeding the crowd with a 
variety of snacks. All the proceeds go towards 
their class trip fund, so consider supporting them 
at the next KISC event. 

CONGRATULATIONS MAKALU! 

  RECORD BREAKERS  

1. Grace Im - Girls 100m, Individual Medley
2. Aarambh Shrestha - Boys 100 m, IM
3. Chany Jung - Boys 50m, Backstroke
4. Joseph Im - Boys 50m, Breaststroke
5. Chany Jung - Boys 50m, Freestyle
6. Aarambh Shrestha - Boys 100m, Freestyle
7. Joshua Galpin - Boys 100 m, Freestyle
8. Grace Im - Girls 100m, Freestyle
9. Aarmabh Shrestha - Boys 25m, Butterfly
10. Makalu - Boys freestyle relay
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IN THE COMMUNITY

FOLLOWING THE NEPAL EARTHQUAKES AND 
NUMEROUS AFTERSHOCKS…
….many in Kathmandu were feeling very unsure and unsettled. The schools 
had not yet returned and some, including our own EQUIP staff, were still living 
outside in make-shift homes. 
Having contacted our partner schools to check buildings and safety, the team 

looked at how we might meet some of the social and emotional needs of the teachers and students.
The post-earthquake classroom support programme that we developed, initially focused on enabling teachers to help 
students express feelings and fears through listening to stories and sharing through talking and drawing. Later we 
created activities to develop teacher’s knowledge and understanding of earthquakes, how to deal with rumour and 
false information and how to run classroom evacuations and to be safe at school. 
The team trained a total of 451 teachers, principals and youth leaders from 23 different schools and church fellowships 
from the Kathmandu Valley, Palpa and Lamjung districts. Sixteen of the schools were part of the ongoing EQUIP 
partnership programme and others came through connection during our training.
During Christian settings there were opportunities for teachers and youth leaders to use their faith perspective when 
sharing stories and interpreting meaning. Later a ‘hand of hope’ activity encouraged all to look for the hope in a time of 
great difficulty when ‘neighbours helped neighbours’ and new ways of working together were needed.
Unexpectedly, the programme helped to both strengthen the EQUIP team and our partnerships with the schools. 
Through the planning and the delivery of the programme, the team had an opportunity to face their own fears and 
concerns, collaborating and working together in new ways. In our partnership schools, teachers and principals were 
grateful that despite the ongoing problems and concerns across the country, the EQUIP team had made the effort to 
travel to support them.                                    

Annie Brown, Teacher Trainer

This session was really helpful for me personally 
because as a teacher I was just wondering and 
thinking how to deal with children and their emotions. 
I got many ideas and it has helped me to practically 
help the children.’  (Kathmandu teacher)
‘Frequent training about natural disaster is necessary, 
it can raise the level of confidence and makes us 
clear from the spreading of rumours’. (Palpa Teacher) 

WHERE IS EQUIP?
EQUIP team is now in Lamjung doing training 
and follow up with the schools. EQUIP 
team has been invited by the Dream School 
Pokhara to offer the training for their teachers. 
Dil Chhetri, Krishna Bohora and Khim Kandel 
will be travelling to Pokhara  after completing 
the training in Lamjung. 

Please pray for their safe travel and the training 
both in Lamjung and Pokhara!

On Friday 28 August, KISC hosted a Nepali folk band, 
KUTUMBA, at KISC as part of their “Schools to School” 
campaign. We were excited to have Kutumba at KISC 
once again following last year’s tremendously successful 
fundraising concert. This time we were collecting funds for 
the purchase of school supplies for earthquake-affected 
schools. Through ticket sales and a donation from KISC, we 
collected an amazing NRs. 122,000! 
Thanks to everyone who came and supported this cause. 

KUTUMBA SCHOOLS TO SCHOOL
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The KISC annual accounts have just been audited and the accounts presented and discussed at SMC.  
In Nepal, the financial year runs from mid-July to mid-July.  Here are some highlights from the accounts 
which cover the period from mid-July 2014 to mid-July 2015.
The total budgeted income for last year was Rs. 154 million.  Actual income was Rs. 134 million (13% 
lower than budget).  Over 80% of income for KISC comes from student fees.  After this, donations for 
EQUIP are the next highest source of income.  The school also benefited from a higher exchange rate 
for the US dollar than had been budgeted for.
The total budgeted expenses were Rs. 153 million.  The accounts show that the actual expenses were 
Rs. 125 million (including depreciation).  This means we spent 18% less than we had budgeted.  KISC 
donated Rs. 2 million to the Prime Ministers Relief Fund in the aftermath of the earthquake.  Over a 
third of expenses are directly related to students (teacher salaries, curriculum etc.)  Another third is 
classed as ‘Administrative’ and this includes salaries of all the office and support staff and the costs of 
running the campus including the rent of our premises.
Taking actual income and actual expenses, KISC made a surplus of Rs. 8.3 million.  SMC has decided 
to allocate 4 million of this towards a vehicle replacement fund which we had originally wanted to put in 
last years’ budget but ended up taking it out.  The school has a plan to replace vehicles over a number 
of years and this is a good opportunity to start.  The remaining surplus will be designated for the 
Building Fund which currently has Rs. 57 million in it (about $550,000). The Building Fund will be used 
for buying and developing a permanent site for KISC.
I know that many of you are not that interested in these matters but the accounts will be emailed out to 
you shortly and if you have further questions please contact a member of the SMC.

Ian Chadwell
Treasurer

KISC BUDGET REPORT

PTAPARENT
TEACHER
ASSOCIATION

Dear Community! 
We would like to invite all the parents to join with 
us in a specific time of prayer for the future of 
the Basketball and Futsal court premises. This 
will be on Friday 18th September from 1:30 - 
2:00pm in the KISC main building. We would 
really appreciate as many of you who are free 
to attend, to come and support the school and 
join us in this time of prayer together.

KISC WINTER FAIR
22nd November, 2015
@ KISC Basketball Court
We happily receive donations to the fair 
beforehand, and we also need volunteers to help 
the day of the fair. More information will come 
later.

As announced in my letter on the 1st September, the landlord 
of the sports site has served 6 months notice to vacate (13th 
Feb 2016). A request has been made to extend the notice 
to the end of the year and an announcement will be made if 
that is successful. Draft plans have been made to minimise 
the impact of the changes and are summaried as follows:
• Year K will move from the Ops Building to the Main 
academic site. They will occupy the ground floor meeting 
room and half of staff room.
• The sports office will move to the Yr 11 common room.  
The upper schools students will need to share a common 
room (above reception).
• The sports store will be located in the language block 
garage.
• Sports will be held in the school hall. The theatre lights and 
projectors will be removed to allow for ball sports. The small 
basketball area by the language block will be upgraded 
along with the roof space on the academic block.  A block 
booking will be made at a local futsal pitch. 
• With regard to parking, the Operations building will provide 
parking for cars and motorbikes. Bicycles will be parked on 
the main site behind the language block.
Approaches have been made to neighbouring property 
owners for additional accommodation and notice will be 
given if more space is secured. The search continues for 
a long-term property solution for KISC.  Progress is being 
made on one opportunity outside ring road and it is hoped  
that this can be finalised in the next 5 months. Your prayers  

                       would be appreciated.
      Angus Douglas
      Development Director

SPORTS SITE UPDATE
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  Announcements                                                                                                                      
 SCHOOL PHOTOS

Wednesday 16 september
Primary individual/class photos

thursday 17 september
Secondary inidividual/class photos

monday 21 september
Whole school photo

Current needs
• ICT Teacher
• English Teacher
• Library Teacher
• Part Time Spanish Teacher
• French Teacher
• Head of Communications

January 2016
• Secondary Art Teacher
• Head of Arts Faculty

2016-2017 Academic Year
• Primary Class Teachers
• Secondary Subject Teachers

We need teachers and support staff! If you are 
interested in any of the listed position, or know of 
someone who could bless KISC family by coming 
to work here, please let us know.

recruit@kisc.edu.np

KISC IS HIRING

ReAdY For A ChaLLenGe?
Women’s Workout Club

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
3:30-4:00
KISC Hall

All women from the KISC community welcome!
Wednesday is Weights Day.

Contact Kelsi McGillivray for more information
(kmcgillivray@kisc.edu.np)

 Is your child a Third Culture Kid?    

Then you might find an upcoming seminar on TCKs 
useful. 

The TCK seminar will be held at KISC on 27 
September, 2015. 

More information will follow in the upcoming weeks.
 

KISC Water Bottle
NRs. 500/-

KISC T-shirts: House and Values
NRs. 550/-

KISC Yearbook 2014-15
NRs. 1000/-

KISC Yearbook 2013-14
NRs. 200/-
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CONTACT US! 
 WE ARE ALWAYS HAPPY  
 TO HEAR FROM YOU, 
 OR IF YOU ARE IN NEPAL,  
 PLEASE COME VISIT!

“TO BE LIVING WITNESSES OF CHRIST’S LOVE THROUGH EXCELLENT EDUCATION” 

  Kathmandu     International     Study     Centre  

  PO Box 2714     Dhobighat Kathmandu Nepal      

  +977 (1) 553 8720     www.facebook.com/kisc1987  

  admin@kisc.edu.np     www.kisc.edu.np  

  PROJECT OF HDCS     HUMAN DEVELOPMENT & COMMUNITY SERVICES  

 PRAYER POINTS

• Please pray for KISC students to successfully 
complete all their schoolwork and reach their 
potential in extracurricular activities. 

• Pray that God would supply needed personnel 
for the future, particularly for urgent openings. 

• Pray for the new staff, that they settle successfully 
in their new roles and find support in the KISC 
community.

• Please pray that the Lord keeps guiding the 
Directors in making positive decisions for the 
school. 

• Pray for the EQUIP Teacher Trainers as 
they make their travels across the country 
to improve education in Nepal. Pray for their 
safety and wisdom in delivering the Good 
News. 

• Please pray for Sher ji as he continues to work 
with various government offices in obtaining 
visas and work permits for KISC staff.

• Pray for the current situation with the sports 
site; that God gives us wisdom and opens new 
doors as we search for a solution. Also for a 
provision of a new permanent site for KISC 
campus. 

Arpan Yonzon, an ICT manager and teacher, 
left KISC after serving for over four and a 
half years, to join his family in India. Arpan’s 
expertise, willingness to always help, kind spirit 
and servant’s heart will be greatly missed. 

Farewell

Stephen Han – Donor Relations
Sebastien Rosset – Math Teacher
Autumn Watt – Primary Teacher Year 6
Rachel Schroeder – ESL Teacher
Santosh Shah – Chemistry Teacher
Priti Rai – TA Year 4
Chris Palmer – Chemistry Teacher
Rachel Harmsen Kharel – Art Teacher 
Ben Oldland – Gap Year Student 
Ruby Gamble - English Teacher
Pradyot Sharma - Gap Year Student (TA 
Maths and Business)
Soma Pant - French Teacher
Shyam Kumar KC - Relief Security Guard
Jill Palmer - School Nurse
Raju Baral - EQUIP Teacher Trainer

WELCOME BACK! 
Michele Morton - This time around Michele 
will be working as a Head of Arts Faculty

Binod Gaire - Binod is back from the 
training in USA and working as a PE 
Teacher
Katie Laborde - God blessed us by sending 
Katie back to KISC to serve as Year 1 
Teacher. 

welcome

Just For Fun


